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To the Class of 2011, welcome to Rose-Hulman! I am very happy to report that for the ninth consecutive year Rose-Hulman is ranked as the number one engineering school in the country by U.S. 
News & World Report among schools that give the baccalaureate and 
master degrees, but do not give the Ph.D. degree.
In addition, U.S. News & World Report has given number one rankings 
to five of our engineering programs -- chemical, civil, computer, electri-
cal, and mechanical engineering.
As you may already know (or soon will find out), Rose-Hulman is an 
incredible institution. There are, I believe, certain characteristics that 
make us standout above other institutions. What are these characteris-
tics that make us unique? I believe there are six of them.
First, it’s the exceptional quality of the students that come to Rose-
Hulman. I’ve discovered that not only are our students technically 
bright, but they also come to us with a broad array of interests and are 
highly motivated.
Second, it’s the dedicated faculty and staff that work at Rose-Hulman. 
The faculty members are truly dedicated to teaching and they spend a 
tremendous amount of time with the students beyond the classroom. 
I’ve also discovered that all staff members – including our beloved 
housekeepers - play as large of a role in educating the students as the 
faculty. It’s fantastic for me to see how all faculty and staff are willing to 
meet, help, advise, coach, mentor, be a friend, etc. to any student at any 
time.
Third, it’s the curriculum that we offer. Our academic programs are 
traditional in nature, but also current. Faculty members - through their 
own personal experiences - bring to the classroom the latest techniques 
being used in industry and are constantly revising the curricula.  Ac-
cordingly, students are able to “hit-the-ground-running” immediately 
following graduation.
Fourth, it’s our hands-on, project-based approach to learning. It’s one 
thing to learn the material between the covers of a book, but it’s another 
to be able to apply it. The faculty members really challenge the students 
along these lines, which results, once again, with students being able to “hit-the-ground-running” immediately 
following graduation.
Fifth, it’s the spirit of community that exists. Rose-Hulman is truly a community of faculty, staff and students. 
We’re like a family where we care about one another and look out for each other. No one person is any more im-
portant than anyone else.
Sixth, it’s our co-curricular activities. Our classes end at 5:10 p.m. offering students time to complete homework 
assignments, work on projects or participate in over ninety different clubs and organizations.
I would like to expand briefly on this last characteristic. There is no doubt in my mind that all students attending 
Rose-Hulman will receive an excellent technical education. However, there is much more to a college education 
than what you learn between the covers of a book or in a classroom. Being technically competent is not enough 
in today’s competitive world. Students need to “round-out” their education by getting involved in co-curricular 
activities.
According to a recent report by the National Academy of Engineering entitled, “The Engineer of 2020”, engi-
neers, scientists and mathematicians need to be much more than just technically competent. In addition to strong 
analytical skills, the academy suggests that engineers, scientists and mathematicians need to: exhibit practical 
ingenuity; be creative inventers and innovators; be excellent communicators; have high ethical standards and a 
strong sense of professionalism; understand the principles of leadership and the principles of business and man-
agement; be dynamic, agile, resilient and flexible; and have a desire for lifelong learning.
So, in order for you to learn these personal skills – what we call the development of the whole person – it is neces-
sary for you to take advantage of the smorgasbord of  opportunities that Rose-Hulman offers, not just the courses 
we offer, but to take advantage of the co-curricular activities as well.
I am amazed at how many of our students take advantage of the opportunity to get involved in our co-curricular 
activities from participating in athletics to getting involved with the drama club. Through these activities students 
develop character and learn leadership, management, and personal skills that prepare them for their future pro-
fessional careers.
I urge you as freshmen to get involved and to get involved early. We are small enough that virtually everyone gets 
a chance to participate in just about any activity where you may have an interest. We believe that these activities 
are just as important as the curriculum in developing the whole person, thus the term “co-curricular.”
I am honored to be serving as President of this great institution. I pledge to do my utmost to maintain the culture 
and traditions that have made Rose-Hulman what it is today. However, it is up to you as well to help maintain this 
culture and tradition that has been charted by students who have come before you.
You have come to a very special place that with your arrival just got better!
Sincerely,
Gerald S. Jakubowski, PhD, PE
President
Welcome to Rose
News Briefs
By Kyle Kamischke
iPhone sales could 
top 800,000
Paramount chooses 
HD-DVD
Wal-Mart drops 
DRM
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
President Jakubowski answers student ques-
tions during an interview with The Rose Thorn 
in this file photo.  President Jakubowski was in-
augurated as the thirteenth president of Rose-
Hulman on April 27, 2007.
Joseph Barlan / Rose Thorn
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An announcement made Tuesday 
by the global financial firm UBS indi-
cates that Apple, Inc. is on track to sell 
800,000 iPhones by the end of the cur-
rent quarter. The phone and electron-
ics manufacturer had set a selling goal 
of 730,000 phones. The current fiscal 
quarter ends in September. 
According to analyst Ben Reitzes, 
the demand for the iPhone is still sol-
id after taking into account the initial 
launch excitement and expectations. 
Apple is also experiencing a high de-
mand for their latest version of the 
iMac, which is pushing the company’s 
profits up further.
Paramount Pictures and Dream-
works Animation SKG Inc. announced 
Monday that it plans to release all fu-
ture high definition movies on HD-
DVD and discontinue movie releases 
on Blu-ray Disc. This decision was 
made after the companies decided 
that the HD-DVD format offered bet-
ter quality along with players that 
were lower-priced. Manufacturing 
costs were another consideration. 
The majority of the movie industry, 
on the other hand, is choosing to re-
lease movies on Blu-ray Disc, which 
has outsold HD-DVD 2-to-1. 
The retail giant Wal-Mart has decid-
ed to call it quits with Digital Rights 
Management (DRM) on all the MP3s 
they sell online. The new catalog of 
songs will be from both EMI and Uni-
versal Music Group. The songs will 
cost $0.94 per track or $9.22 per al-
bum. All the songs will be encoded at 
256kbps.
Weather
from President Gerald Jakubowski
Friday   Sunny
  Hi 94 / Lo 70
Saturday Thunderstorms
  Hi 81 / Lo 61
Sunday Partly Cloudy
  Hi 83 / Lo 60
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Restaurants
Mogger’s 
Directions from Rose: Take a 
left onto S.R. 46, then right onto 
Poplar Street. Follow Poplar un-
til you get to 9th Street, where 
Moggers will be on the right.
One of the better-known lo-
cal favorites, Mogger’s offers a 
wide range of American foods 
and prices. Holding on to its 
brew house origins, Mogger’s 
still makes its own brand of beer, 
Champagne Velvet, and offers an 
impressive array of other bev-
erages. Known for its delicious 
burgers (the Waterstreet Melt is a 
favorite of mine), Moggers offers 
a full menu, from sandwiches 
($5-$10) to full-blown entrees 
like pork chops or steaks ($10-
$25). Whatever you order, be 
sure to get a Mogger’s salad with 
it. This almost lettuce-less salad 
is covered with bleu cheese and 
house dressing, and is one of the 
few restaurant items I consistent-
ly crave even after three years of 
living in Terre Haute.
Exotic Thai 
Directions from Rose: Take a 
left onto S.R. 46, then take I-70 
West, and get off at the first exit, 
which will be 3rd Street. Turn 
right out of the exit. Exotic Thai 
will be on the left shortly after 
crossing Washington Street.
One of the more unique eth-
nic restaurants available in Terre 
Haute, Exotic Thai offers a wide 
range of delicious Thai food at 
incredibly reasonable prices ($5-
$15). Despite its location, the 
small restaurant has a comforting 
southwest Asian ambience, quick 
service, and is surprisingly almost 
never busy. There are three types 
of curry available to the discrimi-
nating patron, all of which are 
excellent and offer various levels 
of spiciness. One can hardly go 
wrong when choosing from the 
menu, although the Pad Thai and 
peanut chicken are some of my 
favorites. Make sure to bring cash 
when you visit, however, as there 
is a minimum purchase limit for 
using credit cards ($10).
George’s Café
Directions from Rose: Turn 
right out of Rose onto Wabash. 
Take Wabash into town and turn 
right onto 7th Street, then left 
onto Cherry Street. George’s is on 
the left.
Right across the road from In-
diana State University, George’s 
Café offers a very reasonably 
priced menu of Mediterranean 
cuisine ($5-$15). Physically, the 
café is very simple and, well, café-
like. But what George’s lacks in 
ambience it makes up for in great 
and unique taste. Stuffed grape 
leaves, pitas, hummus, gyros, and 
baba ghanoush are all great picks 
from George’s menu. Combina-
tion plates are available for those 
looking to explore or simply can’t 
make up their minds. Make this 
stop a Saturday meal, however, as 
George’s is closed all day Sunday.
Mario Brothers Mexican 
Restaurant
Directions from Rose: Turn left 
out of Rose, going east on U.S. 40. 
Take this for 15-20 minutes until 
you enter the town of Brazil. Ma-
rio Brothers is on the right hand 
side near the middle of town.
A lot can be judged about a 
Mexican restaurant by the qual-
ity of the free chips and salsa 
offered before the beginning of 
the meal, and Mario Brothers is 
no exception. The Mario Broth-
ers Mexican Restaurant is simply 
my favorite Mexican restaurant 
in the greater Terre Haute area, 
with so much more to offer than 
an entertaining ethnic paradox 
of a name. The service is always 
fast and the food is always superb 
and reasonably priced ($5-$10). 
As an enchilada fan, I can vouch 
for both the size and quality of 
Mario Brothers enchiladas, but I 
feel like the restaurant’s crowning 
achievement is its melted chick-
en fajitas, which are a culinary 
delight that I haven’t seen paral-
leled anywhere else in the world 
of Mexican food.
Market Bella Rosa
Directions from Rose: Turn 
right out of Rose onto Wabash. 
Take Wabash until you pass 7th 
Street – Market Bella Rosa will 
be on the left before you reach 
6th Street.
If you’re ever looking for a lunch 
away from campus, you can’t go 
wrong with picking up a sand-
wich from the counter at Market 
Bella Rosa. As an establishment 
that hosts regular wine tastings in 
the fall, Market Bella Rosa carries 
an air of culture without the price 
tag. Sandwiches run between 
$5-$10, while soups and salads 
also sit at wallet-friendly levels. 
Sandwiches are loaded with fresh 
greens, meats, and cheeses, and 
can be packaged to go in several 
minutes for the short ride over to 
Deming Park or elsewhere. The 
deli itself has a very nice seating 
area, which will get busy during 
the lunch rush, but can be almost 
empty at other times. Finally, al-
ways remember to place your 
cans and bottles on the counter 
for recycling.
Spaghetti and Sub 
House
Directions from Rose: Take a 
right onto Wabash Ave.  Take Wa-
bash into town and turn right 
before CVS and right after the 
new Starbucks.
An excellent spaghetti place 
and is a lot better than Fazoli’s. 
The prices are a little more ($5-
$15), but the food is excellent and 
it really fills you up.  The spaghet-
ti is great but the real standout is 
their garlic bread, where you can 
get a half a loaf with each order 
of Spaghetti, or deck it out as a 
Pizza Bread (with a variety of top-
pings), which is delicious.
Kleptz’s Tavern 
Directions from Rose: Turn 
left out of Rose. The restaurant is 
right off U.S. 40 on the outskirts 
of Seelyville.
Kleptz is an excellent fam-
ily sit-down restaurant that has 
a nice variety of food and has a 
nice homey feel to it.  From what 
I’ve heard, the bar is excellent 
and cheap.  Their Philly Cheese 
Steak Sandwich and French Dip 
are great, and supposedly their 
menu changes daily so the same 
food isn’t served all the time.  It 
reminds me a lot of the food Mog-
gers offers but minus the brewery 
aspect.
European Grill
Directions from Rose: Take a 
left onto S.R. 46, then right onto 
Margaret Drive. Follow Mar-
garet until you get to 5th Street, 
where the European Grill will be 
on the right.
If you are in the mood for fine 
European cuisine, one of the best 
kept secrets in Terre Haute may 
be European Grill. With five-star 
quality and service at a two-star 
price ($5-$15), European Grill 
offers a variety of savory entrees 
guaranteed to tickle your palate. 
The menu ranges from an array 
of pasta and seafood dishes to de-
lectable chicken, veal, and lamb 
meals. You can get steak or ribs 
hot off the grill and there is also 
a vegetarian section for those of 
that persuasion. Whether you’re 
going out after an exhausting 
homework session or serenading 
that special someone in the ro-
mantic ambience, the European 
Grill has what it takes to sweep 
you away from Terre Haute and 
place you in the foothills of Tus-
cany.
A taste of Terre Haute
by Aaron Meles, Chris Casillas, & Mike Ferguson
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The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers.  We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. TWO DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Office (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors.  The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
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Phone:(812)877-8255
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E-mail: thorn@rose-hulman.edu
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays
first through ninth week each quarter
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Rose-doku
by Jim Sedoff
???????????
1 - 2 -3 -4 bedroom apts. $390 and up some include all utilities but 
lights. NO pets. Gibson Apts 234-4884
Gibson Apartments
Puzzle Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by filling in the blanks but be careful to 
not repeat the symbols (F, R, E, S, H, M, A, N and 8) verti-
cally, horizontally or within the bold 3x3 sub-grid squares.
Level: At least you don’t have to wear a beanie. 
Want the answers? Get them and check out 
other Rose Thorn content at:
www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn
The Administrative Services 
offices are now located in a new 
addition to the Facilities build-
ing.  In addition to Administra-
tive Services, the Printshop is 
located in the Facilities build-
ing.  Also, Mail Processing, 
which dealt with shipping out 
mail, is now located in Facili-
ties as well.
Part of the old Mail Process-
ing room (where the double 
doors are, next the exit from 
the commons) is now where 
faculty and staff are to pick up 
their packages.  Also, it is for 
people to drop off envelopes 
and packages that are already 
postage paid, or will be charged 
to an academic department.
Across from Mail Distribu-
tion is a kiosk for DHL and 
USPS to print and buy labels 
for packages to be sent from 
campus. The kiosk only takes 
credit cards.  A machine next 
to it offers stamp books in 
quantities of ten or twenty.  In 
order to purchase individual 
stamps, or any other stamps 
besides 41 cent stamps, it is 
necessary to travel over to Fa-
cilities to purchase stamps or 
to mail out packages if the ki-
osk isn’t suitable.  There is also 
a kiosk in the Union next to the 
ATM machine, and the Book-
store also deals with mailing 
out letters and selling stamps. 
As of publication, if clubs or 
other organizations besides 
academic departments want to 
charge their purchase at either 
the bookstore or the kiosk, they 
will need a credit card for that 
organization, and if there isn’t 
one available, it is necessary 
again to travel over to Facili-
ties.
There are no changes to the 
Mail Distribution Center, but 
after school is in session, it is 
going to be required that all 
students have their own ID 
to pick up their own package, 
with no exceptions.
Admin Services/Mailroom/Print Shop
“It didn’t make sense in a management and efficiency point of  view.  We needed to expand the 
Admissions Office and improve the look.  We really wanted a welcoming environment to the 
parents and students.”
     “Rose had a lot of  areas that needed improvement.”
  “I’m really pleased with what we accomplished this summer.”
“The whole purpose of  this was to make sure the students benefit from this… students pay a lot 
of  money so they need first class facilities.”
President Jakubowski’s thoughts
Hadley hall has been redone 
to incorporate two new offices 
and a new receptionist area for 
Financial Aid as well as a new 
receptionist area for Admis-
sions which is being deemed 
the “Welcome Center” along 
with redoing the corner office 
in the Presidential/Professor 
Pictures hallway for Jim Goeck-
er, the Dean of Admissions and 
Financial Aid.
Admissions has completely 
been redone to provide an of-
fice for every Admissions staff 
member, as well as provide 
some additional space for Hu-
man Resources.  Admissions 
also has a room completely 
dedicated to the reading/pro-
cessing of applications for ad-
mission.  The previous process 
was really unorganized accord-
ing to Jim Goecker.
Goecker also mentioned 
how “We have been work-
ing in the same space since 
1985 and the way we worked 
has changed.”  “As of 2 years 
ago…Finanical Aid reported 
to me.”  “[The remodeling] 
helped address other space 
needs.”  
During the summer, Admis-
sions was using the Business 
Office Conference Room and 
another classroom to conduct 
all their work and the several 
Admissions open houses that 
happened during the sum-
mer.  “It is a better service to 
the students [and is] the cen-
ter of campus.”  “It is a real 
gain in efficiency and presen-
tation.  We’re excited.”   
“Give Dr. Jakubowski the 
credit for recognizing the 
need and providing it.” 
Hadley Hall
With the changes to Admin-
istrative Services, all of the pre-
vious offices for them will now 
be for the Engineering Man-
agement department.  With the 
removal of the Printshop from 
the basement of Moench Hall, 
freshman design for Mechani-
cal Engineers will be located 
here to help accommodate the 
needs of the upperclassmen 
to use the machine shop.  The 
rooms that help form the Me-
chanical Engineering hallway 
have been remodeled.  The 
larger lab used for Mechatron-
ics and other laboratory classes 
has been split into two rooms. 
One room is dedicated for the 
lab for Mechatronics and other 
courses, and the other room is 
now a study room for the me-
chanical engineers.  This study 
room has occupancy of around 
24 students and some addi-
tional computers for research 
and CAD drawing.
The chemistry laboratories 
are also being remodeled and 
updated.
Construction went on in the 
High Bay Lab as well.
Moench/Olin Hall
Chris Casillas
C o p y  E d i t o r
Confused yet? You will be if you 
don’t read this article.
Rose turns over new leaves
Construction started at the beginning of the summer and continued 
throughout the season. Most of the changes will be completed by the 
time classes resume. 
Chris Casillas / Rose Thorn
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Speed hall has a new patio 
and handicap ramp in front 
of the building
Deming hall has new car-
pet, as well as a new stair-
case leading down to the 
SRC along with an extended 
sidewalk.
BSB has new room doors 
and new carpeting
Scharpenberg has new 
plumbing.
Dormitories
Since Financial Aid will be 
moving into Hadley Hall on 
September 17, changes will be 
noticed in the Student Affairs 
office.  Erik Hayes will move 
into Melinda Middleton’s cur-
rent office.  The GA office from 
upstairs in the club hallway 
will move into Luan Hastings’s 
office.  Karen DeGrange will 
move into Hayes’s old office. 
Her old office will be turned 
into a storage room.  The room 
next to Hayes’s old office will 
be turned into the “technol-
ogy” room where they have the 
printer and camera for student 
ID’s.  This will provide more of-
fice space for Kim Jones.
Upstairs, the Student Ser-
vices offices were remodeled 
to provide each staff member 
with a larger office space and 
more accessible from both 
sides.  Sandra Keaton, Carey 
Treager-Huber, and Donna 
Gustafson now have a small 
hallway between their offices 
and Gustafson has a door lead-
ing into the clubs hallway.  The 
clubs hallway was rearranged 
to accommodate for the larger 
offices needed and the GA of-
fice was removed.  All of the 
clubs that were located in the 
hallway are still located there.
Another change that will be 
very noticeable to all return-
ing students is the front of the 
Union.  This area, now called 
“The Patio” has a new look to it. 
There have been a few benches 
added, new tables with umbrel-
las, hanging plants, and new 
banners have been added.  
There is also going to be 
activities put on by Student 
Services.  Treager-Huber men-
tioned that there is going to be 
a Hawaiian Ice Car during the 
fall and spring quarters, a pop-
corn machine, as well as other 
events that they have not final-
ized into a schedule by publi-
cation date.  “We are working 
with different offices to have 
different activities… we really 
wanted to expand the Union 
onto The Patio.”
Hulman Memorial Union
All students will be receiv-
ing new key cards.  These 
new key cards have RFID 
transmitters in them and will 
be able to access whatever 
department rooms that stu-
dent’s major enables them 
to.  It will also grant them 
entrance into the academic 
building and into some of 
the dormitories.
With the talk about the 
new cards, it became appar-
ent that all the students will 
be required to have their ID 
on them all of the time.
Student IDs
The new coffee shop is lo-
cated on the second floor of 
Moench between the Com-
puter Science Department 
and the double doors lead-
ing into the hallway.  It is di-
rectly in front of stairs.  
The operating hours are 
7:30 am to 2:30 pm and ac-
cording to Mark Farner, 
“we’ll evaluate those hours 
after we’re open for a while 
to make sure they are the 
best hours based on student, 
faculty, and staff need.”  
They will accept cash, 
credit cards, and DB from 
any meal plan.  “We’re not 
sure if the network connec-
tion will be up and running 
as soon as the cart is open so 
we may not be able to accept 
DB until a few days after the 
cart has opened.”
Coffee Stop
More offices have been 
added to the SRC.  After you 
past the turnstile when you 
walk through the front en-
trance, there will no longer 
be an approach to the bal-
cony overlooking the field-
house, but instead will be a 
wall with a door that leads 
into the new offices for the 
staff members at the SRC.  
There is also a wall right 
next to the stairs leading 
downstairs, so the easiest 
access to the balcony to 
look out into the Fieldhouse 
is to walk down the hallway 
by the snack stand.
SRC
???????????????
Aaron Meles
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f
Welcome to Rose-Hulman In-
stitute of Technology! My name 
is Aaron Meles, Editor-in-Chief of 
this fi ne publication, which has 
meetings with free pizza every 
Wednesday at 5:15 pm in O157. 
When Alex Clerc, the award-win-
ning journalist and new Flipside 
Editor, asked me to write some 
advice to the freshmen, I immedi-
ately thought of a dozen different 
things I could artfully advise you 
on. However, my original back-
ground in writing Top Tens for the 
Flipside hasn’t fully worn off after 
three years, so instead of picking 
just one topic, I organized them 
into short, easy-to-read bullet 
points. Ironically, there are fi ve of 
them. Read it, learn it, live it.
1.) Don’t make an e-mail 
signature. And if you have to, 
make it be just your name and 
maybe some contact informa-
tion. There is 
no way that 
every person 
who receives 
an e-mail from 
needs to know 
that you are 
Vice President 
of the Sausage 
Club, Under-
secretary of the 
No - G i r l s - A l -
lowed Council, 
Small Group 
Leader of the 
Society of Hangar Benders, Mem-
ber of AXE, Certifi ed Seeing Eye 
Dog, etc, etc, etc. If you won’t put 
enough effort into writing the e-
mail to be able to type the appro-
priate title beneath your name, 
then obviously your e-mail isn’t 
be worth reading. 
2.) When you walk, walk 
in a direction. I know the dorm 
walls around here are made of 
solid lead and that you couldn’t 
get a gamma wave out of them, 
let alone a cell phone signal, so 
it’s perfectly legitimate to place 
a call outside. But for the love of 
all that is holy, don’t wander aim-
lessly on the eight foot square 
slab of concrete outside your 
dorm for half an hour! This is 
called Rose Marching, and it’s a 
problem. Choose a destination. 
Walk around Speed Lake. Walk 
around the track. Walk around 
your freaking dorm for all I care, 
just make it look like you’re go-
ing somewhere! You look like a 
bunch of zombies. I will take your 
picture. I’ll do it. And print it. So 
pick a location and walk there. Or 
sit.
3.) Make sure you are to-
tally aware of your cursor when 
you reply to an e-mail. The “re-
ply all” button is a powerful tool, 
but as Aunt May would say, “With 
great power comes great respon-
sibility.” If I had a nickel for every 
time I found out how many meals 
some random dude wanted to 
convert to DB at the beginning of 
every quarter because he hit “re-
ply all” instead 
of the regular 
old “reply”, I 
would have 45 
cents because 
that’s how 
many quarters 
I’ve been here. 
Argh.
4.) D o n’t 
ever complain 
to an up-
perclassman 
about Terre 
Haute or the Rose curriculum or 
the girl-to-guy ratio or anything 
else that seems like an easy tar-
get. If it’s that easy to make fun 
of, we’ve already heard it. And 
not “heard it” like we’ve heard 
someone complain about the 
same subject. We’ve “heard it” 
like we’ve heard that particular 
quip with exactly the same word-
ing. We’ve all heard enough of it 
that it is mathematically impos-
sible to produce a permutation 
that we haven’t heard. Run along 
and tell your freshmen friends. 
There’s a very slim chance they 
haven’t heard it yet.
5.) Don’t ever nerd run. I 
repeat: Don’t ever nerd run. This 
should be rule number one, but 
I want you to remember it, so it’s 
going in last. There are very few 
reasons to have to rush to class, 
and none of them warrant run-
ning at an all-out sprint with 
your hands glued to your sides 
and head pointed squarely at the 
pavement. Do you think that if 
you don’t swing your arms and 
not make eye contact, we won’t 
notice that you’re running? Au 
contraire! I personally will be 
laughing my head off at your hi-
larious form. I have also posted 
a $5 reward for anyone who can 
capture the nerd run wild in its 
true and unstaged form. That last 
part is not a joke. In fact, none of 
this entry is a joke.
Well I think that’s all I have 
for you. If you ever fi nd your-
self craving more, you can fi nd 
me in O157 every Wednesday at 
5:15pm, hanging out with boxes 
of pizza and a group of awesome 
people, running a club that looks 
great on your resume. 
May your laptops be strong 
and your engineering paper nev-
er run out.
I’m Alex Clerc (it’s pronounced 
‘clare’, a-hole), back from sab-
batical in Germany, and as the 
Thorn humor editor I pledge to 
bludgeon you like a baby seal... 
with comedy.
But today, since you’re new and 
defi nitely freaking out, I’ll share 
the knowledge I’ve gained in my 
years at Rose.  Calm yourself, and 
remember: the Way of the Clerc is 
the path to wisdom.
Training your Roommate
Did you know that there’s only a 
63% chance that your roommate 
came housetrained?  If you want 
to have a good year, it’s critical to 
have a well-trained roommate. 
Cow your roomie into submis-
sion from the start with a good 
mix of abuse (70% verbal, 30% 
physical).  Feed him/her twice a 
day and make sure to let him/her 
out for potty, showers, and puk-
ing.  If your roommate barfs on 
your fl oor/ bed/ laptop, make 
sure to rub their nose in it; even-
tually they’ll learn not to.
Raising your grade
Everyone gets a bad grade on a 
test now and then, but the battle’s 
not over until you give in.  The 
Clerc encyclopedia prescribes 
several methods of forcing your 
professor to raise a grade, includ-
ing:
a) Crying – Rose professors 
are known for their compassion, 
which is why I always carry an 
onion in my 
laptop bag.
b) 
Blackmail – 
digging up dirt 
on your prof 
will be tough, 
most are 
squeaky clean. 
But photo-
shop can work 
wonders, and 
if you’re on the 
Thorn staff, 
you get a free copy.
c) Staring contest – going to 
your prof’s offi ce to verbally rea-
son, argue, or plead about your 
grade is losing its charm.  A few 
minutes of silent, awkward eye 
contact has worked for me on 
two occasions.
d) Puttin’ the moves on – you’re 
probably one smooth mamma 
jamma, so go use what your 
momma gave ya.  Hitting on your 
professor to change a grade has 
a long and rich tradition at Rose; 
these days, it’s pretty much ex-
pected of you.  If the professor 
is not of your preferred gender, 
just remember: it’s your duty as a 
budding engineer or scientist to 
keep an open mind and experi-
ment.  And to make videos and 
send them to me.
e) Buy a red pen – Chang-
ing a D to a B ain’t rocket science. 
It may not go in the grade books, 
but you can show your mom and 
she’ll give you money.
Playing Sports
Neither differential equations 
nor HALO nor golf are real sports. 
Real sports make you sweat.  The 
best way to get on a sports team 
if you suck is joining an IM sports 
team.  At least then you’ll have a 
reason to shower.
Procrastinating
Being prepared is for losers. 
Procrastination will train you to 
work quickly and effectively un-
der pressure.  The benefi ts are 
numerous, including the chance 
to put the moves on your profes-
sor when you get a crap grade 
and more time for HALO.
Avoiding girls
This piece of advice is for all 
you men and lesbians out there. 
Getting a girl 
to be your 
study partner 
is a tempting 
option (after 
all, the females 
top the males 
in average GPA 
every year), but 
even a well-
i n t e n t i o n e d 
study sesh can 
quickly erupt 
into an orgy of 
hormonal im-
pulses.  Before you know it, all of 
two minutes will be wasted and 
you’ll have nothing to show for 
it but an awkward goodbye and 
a mess in your bed.  The number 
one reason that students fail out 
of Rose is too much sex.  Find less 
time-consuming ways to relieve 
your stress, like online HALO 
tournaments or playing Warcraft 
10 hours a day.
This day...
...in history
1814: The British army burns 
down the White House. This 
was seen by Americans as a 
much more popular move 
than the previous year’s 
burning of the Mars Stinky 
Cheese Castle in Wisconsin.
“
”
You look like a bunch 
of zombies. I will take 
your picture. I’ll do it. 
And print it. So pick 
a location and walk 
there. Or sit.
All unattributed material written by Alex Clerc, award-winning journalist... except the graph and TDiH; Meles did that.  The copy-editor was Sharon Smells, which is why there are no typos or slices of pizza left.  I really didn’t mean to piss you off with my jokes; if I did, I’m 
really sorry.  You’re right, that poop joke was too much.  And I’m sorry I called you an a-hole.  And I’m sorry I used the s-word... twice.  Let’s talk about it over some falafel at George’s Cafe (best in the Haute).  Oh, I can’t have your number?  I already googled it, bitch.
Why aren’t we taking showers?
Welcome to RHIT!
A message from the Man
Jenny Hancock - Cartoonist
Visit us at the Activities 
Fair Wednesday in the 
SRC! We need writers! 
We nede coPy editers! 
I’ll be signing chests!
“
”
The number 
one reason that 
students fail out 
of Rose is too 
much sex. 
